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_ improved. But neither these improved living standards, morthe; == 
| . nationalisation of the: means of ‘production, nor the coming to power of < 
_ parties claiming to represent the working | class have basically altered 
~ the status of the worker as worker. Nor have they given the bulk of 
- mankind much freedom outside of ‘production. East and West, 
_eapitalism remains an nhuman type of society where the vast | 
- majority are bossed at work, and nanipulated i in consumption and as 
eae. Propaganda and policemen, } prisons ¢ and schools, Paden : 
~ values and traditional morali alls serve to reinforce the power of the 3 a 
ae and. to convince or coerce the many into acceptance of: a brutal, 
_ degrading ¢ and. irrational system. ‘The ‘Communist’ world is snot 


_ communist and. the ‘Free’ world is not ne = a 
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3 The rade unions soud the traditional oe of the lett eee 

7 ae business to change all this. But they have come to terms ea the oe 
~ existing patterns of exploitation. In fact they are now essential ee 5 
exploiting society is to continue working smoothly. The unions a as 
~ middlemenin the labour market. The political parties use the struggles | 
a and meinen the neice for their c own pean The = ae 


cee hearettet co i sa which in: tor anit to the further 
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‘ - The prada unions a sd police! parece cannot te A os cL 
‘captured’, or converted into instruments of working class _ ae se 4a 
Cosas te We don’ +t call however for the ereslumation: oft new 24 
- unions, wh ich i in the conditions of today would suffer a similar fate es 
tothe old ones. Nor do weca all fo ilitants to tear up their union © =) 
_ cards. Our aims a: re simply that the workers themselves should decide A 
on the obj ectives of their struggles and that the control and — | 


- organisation of these struggles: ‘ hould remain firmly in their own oe a 
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_ hands. The forms: which this self-activity of the wc rking class 1 may — 
_ take will bigs cron from C co to panes a0! from industry 
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8 ‘No poling: ae in Piiaters ee ever ie velimauantiod te powe F without a a 
struggle and our present rulers are unlikely to be « an (gia Cees - 
. Power will only be take : from: them through the conscious, : 
autonomous action of the vast majority of the people the s 
: building of socialism will require mass understanding andmass__ - ee - 
a participation. By their rigid hierarchical structure, by their ideas 
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5 Sotiakiem 3 is oe ee common n ownership sie Gacul of ee means 
of production and distribution. It means equality, real freedom, — 

_ reciprocal recognition anda radical transformation in all human — 

_ relations. It is ‘man’s positive self-consciousness’. It is man’s — 
understanding of his environment and of himself, his domination 

~ over his work and over such social institutions as he may need to _ 

~ ereate. These are not secondary aspects, which will automatically 

follow the expropriation 1 of the old ruling class. On the contrary — 

Fr oe they are essential parts of the whole } process of social transformation, 
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: A apealict eee can niberstoce eal: ke built fonb hélew. ee ee 
se concerning production and work will be taken by workers’ councils — 
ee composed. of elected and revocable delegates. Decisions in other « areas” 


will be taken on the basis of the widest possible discussion and — 


: consultation among the people asa whole. This dehuvexstisation of 
qi society down toy its. ele ro ots 6 what we mean by | ‘workers’ ihe 


us Meahinghaa action, re rilieana a ea steven’ increases sthe 
confidence, the autonomy, the initiative, the participation, the ee 

solidarity, the equalitarian tendencies and the self-activity of the 

-- masses and whatever assists in 


1 their demystification. Sterile iy : 


2 harm ‘ul action is whatever rei nforces the passivity of the: masses, _ ae 
their apathy, their cynicism, their differentiation through hierarchy, 
3 —— alienation, nae reliance on near. to en things for them and 


bincelves The ° a 


and by their activities, both social- -democratic and bolshevik types: of a 


organisations discourage this kind of understanding : and prevent this ae 
kind of participation. The idea that socialism ¢ can somehow be. a | 

_ achieved by an elite party (however ‘ ‘revolutionary’ ) ares on behalf ae 
ce a ‘the > working class i 1s ee absurd and reactionary - c ce 
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